
Middle School “Leisure Reading” English Requirement 

The English department at NorthPointe Christian Middle School is updating its required extracurricular reading 

and wants you to be aware of these significant changes.   We have four goals for students.  We want them to  

¶ Enjoy reading 

¶ Improve their reading comprehension and writing skills 

¶ Have the opportunity to develop and exercise their ability to discern what is true and Godly in 

what they read 

¶ Be prepared for the expectations of the colleges they will attend 

You will note that there are different books on the list.  We have tried to select books of educational and moral 

merit, though it is still important that you help your children select books that reflect the values of your family.  Please 

pre-approve the novels that your children read and then confirm that your child has completed the reading by providing 

the appropriate signatures on the form. 

Students may continue to begin their Leisure Reading this summer, though there are deadlines for each quarter.  

(Students may also continue to read ahead of the deadlines.) Students must select at least two books that they have not 

already read from the new reading list, and the remainder of the required reading must be approved by their English 

teacher.  The completion of each segment of the Leisure Reading will ƴƻǿ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ мл҈ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ 

grade.  See the information below for assignments and deadlines. 

Summary of Procedures: 

¶ Each student must read two books from the provided reading list 

¶ The remaining books may be selected by the student but muǎǘ ōŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƛŦ 

they are not on the list. 

¶ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ prior to reading a book. 

¶ After reading a book, students must complete the report form provided. 

¶ Parents must sign the form once the students complete the book and report. 

¶ Students will turn in the forms to their teacher by the deadline. 

Note: 

¶ Books may be read in advance of the deadline (Additional copies of the report form are available on the middle 

school home page, from the English department or can be photocopied.) 

¶ Books not on the list must be novels of an appropriate reading level. 

¶ No more than one book from a series (e.g. The Lord of the Rings, etc.) will count toward the reading 

requirement. 

¶ Do not read abridged versions without permission. 

¶ Books that might be read in class are not on the list and cannot count for the Leisure Reading requirement. 

 

 

 

 



7th & 8th Grade Deadlines & Book List 

Deadlines: 

            Number of Books Required:   4 books ςone each quarter 

Deadline: The Friday before the end of each quarter 

Book Report=10% of each quarter grade  

Book List: 

1. Adams  Watership Down 

2. Alcott  Little Women 

3. Avi  Crispin: The Cross of Lead 

4. Avi  True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle 

5. Balefour Kidnapped 

6. Balliett  Chasing Vermeer 

7. Bloor  Tangerine 

8. Burnett The Secret Garden 

9. Crane  Red Badge of Courage 

10. Curtis  The Watsons Go to Birmingham-1963 

11. Dickens Oliver Twist 

12. Frank  Diary of a Young Girl: Anne Frank 

13. Fox  Slave Dancer 

14. Goldman The Princess Bride 

15. Hesse  Out of the Dust 

16. Hunt  Across Five Aprils 

17. Hunt  No Promises in the Wind 

18. London Call of the Wild 

19. Magorian Good Night, Mr. Tom 

20. Montgomery Anne of Green Gables 

21. Patterson  The Bridge to Terabithia 

22. Paterson Jacob Have I Loved 

23. Peck  A Long Way From Chicago 

24. Schmidt The Wednesday Wars 

25. Spinelli  Wringer 

26. Steinbeck The Pearl 

27. Taylor  The Road to Memphis 

28. Ten Boom  The Hiding Place 

29. Tolkien  The Hobbit 

30. Ullman  Banner in the Sky 

 

 



7th/8th Grade Reading Form 

Your name:_____________________________   Circle the corresponding quarter: 

Title:__________________________________         1       2       3      4 

Author:________________________________ 

______________________________________ _______________________________________ 

 Parental Pre-Approval of Book        Parental Confirmation of Completed Reading 

Answer the questions thoroughly and in complete sentences in the space provided on this form below, and 

turn it in to your English teacher. 

1. Briefly summarize the plot (the events or plan) of the story. 

 

 

 

2. Identify the major characters by name and describe them in detail. 

 

 

3. What is the setting (time and place in which the story occurs)? 

 

 

4. What do you think of this book?  How did it make you feel?  Did you relate to any particular 

character?  Does the story remind you of anything from your own life experience? 

 

 

5. What is the author trying to say?  What is his/her purpose for writing this story?  What does it 

mean? 

 

6. Lǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘǊǳŜΚ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ǾƛŜǿǎΚ  ²Ƙȅ ƻǊ ²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘΚ 

 

 

I read this book in its entirety.______________________________________  

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ 


